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RESIDENTIAL HVAC

REPAIR o= REPLACE"

What factors help you to determine
whether to repair or replace a residential
heating and cooling system.

Four elements to consider before
repairing an old, inefficient
heating and cooling system

AGE HVAC equipment will eventually show its age. The
closer the equipment is to its “life expectancy,” the

ﬁ more likely you should replace it.
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EFFICIENCY Older units may have a low energy-efficiency
| rating. The long-term energy bill savings of

AL purchasing a high-efficiency HVAC system may
outweigh the price of a series of costly repairs.

REPAIR COST Consumer Reports® suggests that you not spend
more than 50 percent of the cost of a new product

\_ ; on repairing the old one.
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USE The more a system is used, the faster it may need

to be replaced. For instance, cooling systems in
['L\ the warm climates may wear out more quickly than
\_j those in the cooler climates, and vice versa for
heating systems.

*Consumer reports.org/cro/magazine/2014/02/repair-or-replace

What to look for in a new system?

COMFORT FEATURES: Many new systems offer vari-
able speed fans and compressors that help reduce
temperature swings, and communicating control
technology that continuously and intelligently
monitor performance designed to offer customized
indoor comfort.

RELIABILITY: Quality materials, proven manufactur-
ing processes, and final run testing help to rein-
force the reliability of consistent indoor comfort.
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EFFICIENCY RATING: Minimum energy efficiency
standards and attainable ratings have been
increasing, providing homeowners with additional
high-efficiency options for heating and cooling
systems.

PRICE: More efficient systems may cost more up
front, but may qualify for rebates and can save you
money on energy costs in the long run.

UNIT INSTALLATION: Proper sizing and professional
installation of a system customized to your home’s
design are key factors in achieving tested efficien-
cy ratings, lower operating costs, and consistent
indoor comfort.

Know your cooling system
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